
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Mission:  

 

The mission of the Florence Art School is to provide resources for 

instruction, exhibition and experience in the fine arts and heritage 

crafts for Ashe County and the region. 

• Offering education in all media of the fine arts 

• Preserving the cultural heritage of the Blue Ridge Mountains 

through offering workshops and demonstrations in the heritage 

crafts 

• Engaging underserved youths and adults with meaningful arts 

experiences through our Outreach Programs 

• Promoting and preserving the Florence Thomas legacy 

• Providing exhibition space 

• Fostering an environment for creative thought and artistic 

expression 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our History: 

 

• 2007: Florence Thomas leaves a trust to begin Florence Memorial Art 

School (FMAS) 

• 2008: First workshops of art classes begin on campus 

• 2010: First art galleries open on campus to display old and new pieces of 

art work 

• 2011: Lodging on campus is upgraded to become cheaper for guests to 

stay 

• 2012: FMAS won a private grant after winning first place for an art 

submission 

• 2013: Ashe County Schools begin coalition with FMAS to broaden class 

spectrums 

• 2014: First annual FMAS art competition with scholarship award 

• 2016: FMAS begins yearlong classes and workshops instead of seasonal 

• 2017: Launch of Andy-At-Home to mass market to expand learning 

opportunities 


